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Why use blogs and 
discussion boards?

Makes integrating technology easy

Very little technical knowledge is needed

Users’ thoughts are published on the Web 
for others to benefit.



Even more reasons why...
Promotes Higher Order Thinking 

Critical Thinking Skills

Problem Solving Skills

Promotes Connections 

to the real world

to past topics

Promotes conversation and Reflection



Benefits... 

Easy to give quick student feedback on 
conceptual ideas

Students can comment on each other’s 
thoughts.



3 basic functions  
Quickly assess student knowledge (sort of 
like a ticket out the door)

Students can read other responses

Students who are not comfortable 
participating in class may feel more 
comfortable with responding to a blog or 
discussion board.

Great for helping students identify common 
mistakes. (open-ended problems)



Blog vs. Discussion Board

Discussion Boards are a quick way to start

Wiki spaces have Discussion Boards built in

Edline had a discussion board option

Blackboard has a discussion board



Examples

Edline 



Some more

Wiki



So where do I get ideas 
for questions?

Text book 

Going deeper questions

Big Ideas (Know-it notebooks)

Open-Ended Practice for PSSA

Summary or Closure questions for the day



Planning your blog...

Who is your audience?  (other math 
teachers, your math class...)

What is the focus of your blog?

What will you call your blog? (use it as the 
title and part of the URL address)

How would you describe your blog in a single 
sentence?



Writing Prompts lead to 

Reasoning

Reflecting

Communicating

Connecting



Sites to get you started.

Edublogs.com  (can be a little frustrating)

blogger.com 

blogspot.com



Helpful hints...

Start small

Start with completion scores and move to 
quality answer scores

Choose to the option to monitor answers 
first.



Questions...


